
UNITED STATES QIS!RICT COURT 
O!STRlcr OF NEW JERSEY 

RICHARD ARJUN KAUL, MD CIVIL ACTION NO. 2:16-cv-02364-KM-SCM 

Plaintiff, 

v. CERTIFICATION OF JOHN ZERBINI 

CHRISTOPHER J. CHRISTIE, ESQ, et al., 

Defendants 

Richard Arjun Kaul, MD 
Propria Persona 
120 Temple Terrace 
Palisades Park, NJ 07650 
201989 2299 

John Zerbini hereby certifies to the Court as follows: 

1. I am forty-three (43) years old, a United States citizen and was a patient of Dr. Kaul from 

November 24, 2010 to July 21, 2011. 

2. I make this statement in support of the claims that Dr. Richard Arjun Kaul has filed 

against the Defendants in the above matter. 

3. In late July 2017 I spoke with Dr. Richard Kaul several times regarding various issues that 

pertain to the above matter. The following represents the essence of what was 

discussed. The information contained in this statement is a representation of the 

conversations that took place between March 2012 to late 2013, between myself, Dr. 

Kaufman and Deputy Attorney General, Doreen Hafner. Where the conversation is 

quoted verbatim it is marked in "". I have examined this record and signed it as 
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representative of what was said in the conversations. I have organized the conversations 

into 5 sections for ease of interpretation: 

(a) Report of conversations between Dr. Kaufman and myself 

I had several conversations with Dr. Kaufman in which he expressed his opinion of Dr. Kaul and 

also his intention to destroy Dr. Kaul's medical career. Dr. Kaufman frequently directed these 

opinions to me, in front of the nurses who assisted him and usually after he had performed 

procedures on my spine. 

Dr. Kaufman was not interested in the care I had received from Dr. Kaul, but was more 

preoccupied with how he was planning to have Dr. Kaul's license revoked. It was obvious to me 

that he had no concern for my welfare, as all of the time we spent together from March 2012 to 

November 2012, he devoted to telling me and others how he was going to destroy Dr. Kaul. It 

was, to say the least, extremely unprofessional and rather disturbing. 

These conversations occurred mainly in a curtained consulting room in the pain management 

lab, at Overlook Hospital New Jersey. The curtains of my cubicle were not always drawn, and 

the area was an open space, in which at any one time, there were a least fourteen other 

people, comprised of patients and staff. I would always sit in a cardiac chair, and Dr. Kaufman's 

comments were loud enough for all patients and nurses to have clearly heard what was being 

said. 

Dr. Kaufman 'ranted' about Dr. Kaul, on numerous occasions. I felt that Dr. Kaufman was 

bragging about his actions towards Dr. Kaul. He made it clear that he had instigated 

proceedings against Dr. Kaul and said that he and "a few other doctors" were going after Dr. 

Kaul. I was not aware of the names of the other doctors. 

The first time that Dr. Kaufman discussed these things with me was in April 2012. 

Dr. Kaufman seemed to have some kind of vendetta against Dr. Kaul, and made comments to 

the effect that he was going to destroy Dr. Kaul's medical career, his reputation, and make sure 

he never worked again as a doctor. He stated that he was going to make sure Dr. Kaul was 

ostracized, and that he and a group of five other doctors had been working together since at 

least 2011, to make sure Dr. Kaul's medical license was revoked. He mentioned that they were 
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going to have articles and stories published, that caused permanent damage to Dr. Kaul's 

reputation, so that he would never be able to find work. Dr. Kaufman told me, "Dr. Kaul is a 

criminal", and that he [Kaufman] had instigated the plan to have Dr. Kaul's license revoked. His 

venomous conduct led me to believe that that he would not stop until he had achieved those 

ends. 

I recall that Kaufman said that he had found something about Dr. Kaul that really pissed him off 

which is why he acted in this way. Kaufman said, "Dr. Kaul has no business being a doctor" and 

"he has no business practicing medicine". He told me that he would make sure Dr. Kaul never 

practiced medicine again. 

During my conversations with Dr. Kaul I told him that I could not understand why Dr. Kaufman 

had such hatred towards him. I had never witnessed such venom, and he [Kaufman] seemed to 

have the small man angry syndrome. Kaufman is about five foot six inches, and one hundred 

and forty pounds. 

Dr. Kaufman ranted about Dr. Kaul, in this way, at about two thirds of our consultations. I 

consulted with Dr. Kaufman every six weeks over period of one year, from March 2012 to late 

2012. 

The comments that Kaufman made about Dr. Kaul were made directly to me, and frequently in 

the presence of other staff and patients. My recollection of these comments was so vivid that I 

even remember the clothes I was wearing at each consultation, and on one occasion it involved 

a particularly bright stripped collared shirt. 

In my opinion there was clear evidence for defamation of character, as when Dr. Kaufman was 

ranting, there were approximately 14 other people within earshot. 

I told Dr. Kaul, during our conversations, that Dr. Kaufman "went after you (Dr. Kaul) like fury". 

"he was on fire." 

I recounted how, in my earlier conversations with Dr. Kaufman, he said, "Check up on this guy 

(Dr. Kaul) on the internet and you will see that I and five other doctors have already taken 

action against him". When I went home I checked the internet and found what Dr. Kaufman 

had said, as well as the name of several other doctors who were involved. 
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During one of my conversations with Dr. Kaul, I told him, "I left Kaufman but I think he would 

tell you that he left me". I described to Dr. Kaul how Dr. Kaufman would not return my calls, 

when I telephoned his office, because my pain pump was not working, and I was in severe pain. 

This happened on multiple occasions. On one occasion, as a result of not having received a 

response from Dr. Kaufman after one week, and being in severe pain, I went to see my family 

physician. I subsequently told Dr. Kaufman that I had consulted with another doctor, and 

initially he said "no problem". However, 3 months later he became angry and told me that I had 

"violated his trust" and that he would no longer treat me. He started screaming at me, and I felt 

humiliated and began to cry. I pleaded with him not to suddenly stop prescribing my 

medications, but he didn't seem to care, and became very cold and callous. This was in 

November 2012. In fact, his uncaring attitude had caused me on several prior occasions to ask 

him, with tears in my eyes, "Why do you hate me?". It seemed to me, that his hostility, was a 

consequence of the fact that I had been under the care of Dr. Kaul, as I noticed he had a 

different attitude with other patients. I told Dr. Kaufman that I had never been spoken to by 

any of my treating physicians, in the derogatory manner in which he publicly berated me. 

After having been abandoned by Dr. Kaufman, I attempted to find another physician to manage 

my pain. However, it proved very difficult, because of the complicated nature of my medical 

conditions. However, Kaufman threatened to contact my internal medicine doctor, and any 

future pain management doctor, and tell them I had violated an agreement with him. Dr. 

Kaufman would then call me and berate me on the phone for "violating his trust". I eventually 

went to see Dr. Sukdeb Datta. 

(b) My comments regarding my perception of the relationship between Dr. Kaufman and 
Deputy Attorney General, Doreen Hafner 

During my conversation with Dr. Kaul I commented that "he [Kaufman] was "very chummy with 

that prosecutor''. I observed that Dr. Kaufman's relationship with Doreen Hafner was "weirdly 

close" and that "it was really weird, moochy coochy, strange." I noted that Dr. Kaufman called 

the Deputy Attorney General by her first name, and on one occasion he told me that was 

meeting her for lunch. I observed that Dr. Kaufman was oddly "chummy" with Hafner, in a 

manner that seemed strange for a physician and deputy attorney general. 
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(c) My recollections of my meetings with Doreen Hafner 

I recollect Dr. Kaufman saying on several occasions, "I'm going to see her [Hafner] later today or 

to have lunch with her". 

I recollect at my first meeting with Hafner, she had two female investigators with her. The 

meeting occurred at my attorney's office. They inspected my back and how well I was able to 

walk. After this first meeting, Hafner contacted me directly, and our communications from that 

point did not involve my attorney. She told me in the first interview that "they were going to 

take make sure that we who were hurt will be taken care of''. However, Hafner honored none 

of the promises she made, and after I testified took no further interest in my welfare. Both my 

wife and I felt that she exploited me, and lied to me to get me to testify against Dr. Kaul. 

I believe that Hafner told me that Dr. Kaul had a "$14 million condo in New York", and that she 

said she was going to take it. She told me Dr. Kaul had two Aston Martins, and that she was 

going to take them as well. 

Hafner stated that Dr. Kaul had committed Medicaid and Medicare fraud, and asked me what 

insurance company had paid him for the procedure he performed on me. I told her that I had 

no insurance, and that Dr. Kaul had provided his services and that of his facility for free. I told 

her that he never asked me for a dime. I also told her that he had been able to get the device 

company, Medtronic, to provide the spinal cord stimulator free of charge. I asked Hafner that if 

Dr. Kaul had committed the crime she described, whether his passport had been confiscated. 

She responded, "I can't comment on that". I thought it was bizarre that Hafner was readily 

telling me about crimes Dr. Kaul was supposed to have committed, but then refused to answer 

a simple question about the information she so willingly divulged. I believe she was trying to 

manipulate and exploit me, in order to have me testify against Dr. Kaul. 

I believe that Hafner went into great detail about a case in London that occurred in 1999, in 

which a patient suffered a cardiac arrest at the end of a dental procedure. She told me that Dr. 

Kaul fled the country before the authorities had completed their investigation, and had been a 

fugitive. I asked her that if this was the case, then why had he not been extradited back to 
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England. Again, her response was, "I can't comment on that", which I found to be as equally 

bizarre as her previous response. I asked her again why they had not confiscated his passport, 

and she once again responded with, "I can't comment on that". At this point in the proceedings, 

we communicated directly, without any involvement from my attorney, and Hafner would 

contact me directly. The things that Hafner was telling me about Dr. Kaul did not make any 

sense. I said to her, "If he is a criminal here from England and still on the streets, why wouldn't 

you arrest him?". Again her response was, "I can't comment on that". 

I believe it was Hafner who told me that Dr. Kaul had been paid $300,000 by Medtronic to find 

volunteers, for the use of spinal cord stimulators in the treatment of angina. This, as I found out 

from Dr. Kaul during one of our conversations, was a lie. I explained to Hafner that I could not 

believe Dr. Kaul had committed Medicare fraud. I told her that he used his own money to 

establish a charity that helped people in Africa, and she told me that the charity was just a 

front, and that Dr. Kaul was "trying to line his pockets". 

I believe that Hafner lied to me about Dr. Kaul, and about wanting to help me with my lawsuit, 

to make sure that I testified against Dr. Kaul. She told me that if I testified against Dr. Kaul, it 

would help me with my lawsuit, "especially if Dr. Kaul had been stripped of his license to 

practice medicine". Hafner also told me that because Dr. Kaufman was a pain management 

expert for the state, it would help my case. I feel that Hafner exploited my situation to serve her 

own purpose, which was to take away Dr. Kaul's livelihood, and destroy his reputation. 

(d) My opinion regarding the professional competence of Dr. Kaufman 

My opinion of Dr. Kaufman is that he is an extremely unprofessional individual, a terrible 

doctor, and a man that seems to have nothing but hatred in his heart. He could not contain his 

anger towards Dr. Kaul, and I have never witnessed the outrageous public displays of 

unprofessionalism, that I had the misfortune to do so, with him. On one occasion he became so 

angry, his face turned red. I told Dr. Kaul, "He [Dr. Kaufman] screwed me up so badly that I 

wanted to sue him". Dr. Kaufman had installed a pain pump which did not work, and despite 

me repeatedly telling him that I was not getting any pain relief, he kept telling me the pump 

was working. He did not know to program the pump, and always had a representative from 
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Medtronic to do it for him. On a number of occasions, he had to stab me thirteen times in the 

stomach to find the entry point in the pump. He did this to me without any local anesthesia, 

which was extremely painful. He never checked to see if there were any blockages in the 

catheter in my spine. The pain kept on increasing, and Dr. Kaufman did nothing, and never 

returned my calls. When I did see him the only thing he did was to increase the infusion rate of 

the medication, which did not reduce the pain. Eventually I went to another doctor, who used 

fluoroscopy and intravenous hydration, and was able to diagnose that the catheter tip was 

crushed. This was the reason that the medication was not getting into my spine. Dr. Kaufman 

failed to perform this simple test, which caused me to remain in agony from May 2012 to 

August 2013, at which point the intrathecal pump was re-inserted by another physician. I told 

Dr. Kaul that Dr. Kaufman, "thinks he is hot shit but he didn't ever check what was wrong". 

Throughout the months of excruciating pain, Dr. Kaufman was very bad at responding to my 

calls, and on multiple occasions, because the pain was so severe, I was rushed to Overlook 

Hospital. I was experiencing such extreme pain and was shaking uncontrollably, with profuse 

sweating, all of which exacerbated my angina. I thought I was going to have a stroke or massive 

heart attack, as I was already in heart failure. When I was admitted to the hospital on each 

occasion, the staff were unable to contact Dr. Kaufman for several days. These was the 

episodes that caused me to find another doctor. 

(e) Comments made by Dr. Kaufman regarding Dr. Kaul, during the hearing in the office of 
administrative law, in April 2013. 

On or about April 17, 2013 I testified against Dr. Kaul in the proceedings in the office of 

administrative law. I was driven to the hearing by an armed female agent from the Attorney 

General's office, who made sure her badge was exposed. While I was sitting outside the hearing 

room, with the 'special' agent, who did not leave my side for one moment, Dr. Kaufman came 

out of the hearing room. He looked very agitated and made the following comments: 

(1) "Kaul is sitting there, pretending he cannot afford to hire an attorney" 

(2) "Kaul is wearing a suit that is worn out with trousers that are frayed at the bottom as if 

he is poor and no money to buy a decent suit". 

7 

Case 2:16-cv-02364-KM-SCM   Document 205-1   Filed 08/21/17   Page 7 of 9 PageID: 4281



I· 

(3) "Kaul is trying to pretend that he has no money" 

The 'special' agent and the court security guard heard Kaufman's outburst. 

I feel like I was exploited by Doreen Hafner and Dr. Kaufman, with lies that were intended to 

have me testify against Dr. Kaul. My clinical care with Dr. Kaufman was terrible, and he is a 

despicable human being. 

I support Dr. Kaul in his quest for justice, and I hope, as do many of his patients, that he returns 

to the practice of medicine, and that those who caused him harm are severely punished. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing statements made by me are true. I am aware that if any of 

the foregoing statements made by me are willfully false, I am subject to punishment 

Dated: August 6, 2017 
John Zerbini 
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